Things to think about before visiting Denton County Museums:

1. What is a museum? Discuss what a museum is and what you might find
there. Discuss the difference between an art museum, a science museum,
a natural history museum, and a history museum. Ask students what they
expect to see at a history museum.

2. Museum Rules and Etiquette : Review the rules of visiting a museum and
going on a tour, such as staying with the group, no touching the exhibits
(unless instructed by a tour guided), no running, raising your hand for
permission to speak, treating the guide with respect, actively parti cipating
in the activities, and of course having fun and learning something new!

You can have students act out some wrong and right ways to actin a
museum.

3. Vocabulary Review : Review appropriate vocabul  ary words with the
students, such as: past, present, history, artifact, museum, exhibit,
observation, natural resource, courthouse, county, and architecture.

4. Pre-Visit Activity : Have students compl ete the pre -visit activity worksheet
to familiarize students with finding Denton County on a map, and begin to
have students thinking about what Denton County was like in the past
and how it might differ from today.



Activity Guide for o0Then & Nowd Tour
(Pre-Visit)

This is a map of Texas;on the map you will notice that there are  lots of little
boxes . Do you know what the boxes on the map are called?

You live in Denton County. Denton County is located in the northern part of
Texas. Itis close to Dallas, Tarrant, Collin, Wise, Cooke, and Grayson Counties.

Find Denton County on the map and shade it in.

? e COUNTIES .

EAST

Denton County just celebrated its 170 ™ birthday. Denton County is old! Many
things have happened in Denton County since it began. People have built
homes, busin esses, schools, and churches.

What do you think Denton County was like in the past? What do you think was
different? What do you think was the same?



Denton: A Birds Eye View
Background History for Teachers of Denton in 1883

Established in 1857, Denton served as the county seat of Denton County. The
community, based on sustenance agriculture, grew slowly until the arrival of the
railroads in 1881. The population of the city more than doubled to 2,558. In 1883, many
of wooden b uildings remained; the courthouse square had been largely rebuilt due to
several fires. The new buildings were brick or stone. The rebuilding propelled the local
economy and inspired confidence in the community. Farmers utilized the railroad
connectionst o Sherman, Dallas, and Fort Worth to market their cash crops such as
cotton and wheat but Denton never became a manufacturing, railroad center due to

the absence of an east -west line. The principal mill in Denton was the Deavenport Flour
Mill. Another was the Planting and Grist Mill and cotton Gin. Other businesses included
Exchange and First National Banks, Clyde Hotel, and D.A. Robinson & Company Real
Estate.

http://ww __w.birdseyeviews.org/zoom.php?city=Denton&year=1883&extra info

Objectives
Students will:
9 Discover the various businesses of Denton county in the late nineteenth -century;
9 Identify the purpose of each business;
1 Describe how it provided services for Denton citizens;
1 Compare and contrast businesses and jobs available to Denton citizens in 1883
and present day.

Procedure
1. Explain that as Texas cities, such as Denton, grew in the nineteenth century, there
were a variety of businesses that helped the citiesd grow.

2. Have the students look closely at the Map and have them consider the following
guestion:
1 What businesses might one find in Denton at this time?

Answers include: Banks, Mills, cotton gin, a Hotel, a Real estate office, and post office.

3. Identify each highlighted building on the map and then question further:
1 What type of services do they provide?

1  Why might these services be beneficial to the citizen of Denton?

4. Have the students take out a piece of paper, fold it in half, and draw a long the
crease to make two columns. Label one column 1883 and the other present day. Have

them list a few of the businesses present in 1883 then write a description based on the
information learned (mills, gin, churches, banks ect.). On the present day co lumn next
to each business have the students write yes or no, if they think these types of businesses
are still used today. If the answer is no have students write down a similar present day


http://www.birdseyeviews.org/zoom.php?city=Denton&year=1883&extra_info

business they know of. Then g o0 around the classroom and have vol unteers share what
they wrote.

5. Have the class think about Denton today. Use google maps to look up the square to
compare and contrast.



Then and Now

On the left box mark an X if you have done the item listed  and on the right box mark an

X if you think an 8 year old pioneer would have done it. Then share your answers with
the class.
You Pioneer

Have you ever

Carried fire wood?

Rode on a bus ?

Gone barefoot outside?

Made Soap?

Ridden a horse bareback?

Planted a tree?

Slept outdoors without a tent?

Used a computer ?

Milked a cow?

Wore a baseball hat ?

Churned butter?

Rode in awagon ?

Seen a cow with a brand ?




Courthouse -on-the-Square Architecture
Architecture is the different designs that make up a structure or building.
Brief Background History for Teachers

The Courthouse on the square is the  third structure to serve as the courthouse. The first
courthouse structure was built on the north side of the square  but because it was made
of wood it burned down in a fire that started on Christmas Eve 1875. The second was
struck by lightning in 1894 and condemned by county officials . The third building is the
one standing today. The archit  ecture of the current courthouse building is unique

because it was made from local materials like limestone, Granite , and sandstone. [t0 s
styled after Romanesque architecture.

Objectives
Students will:
9 Learn about the architecture of the courthouse :
9 Discover the different materials used to build the courthouse ;
1 Be able to identify the architectural structures in the courthouse

Procedure
1. Define architecture with the students and discuss different forms used:
1 Archways
M1 Columns
1 Capitals
i Rotunda

2. Discuss the different materials used to build the Courthouse such as:
9 Limestone (Front steps)
1 Granite (Columns)
i Sandstone ( Capitals, etc.)

3. Project the sample of architecture from the courthouse below then h ave the students
study the pictures. Inform the students to look for those pieces of architecture on the
tour of the courthouse museum.



Courthouse -on-the -Square Architecture

Study the pictures and on the museum tour look around the courthouse to see if you
4 can find them.

Bell, Jim. Denton County Courthouse, photographs, 2008


https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth119124/m1/1/
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth119143/m1/1/?q=denton
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth119123/m1/1/?q=denton
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjxpdqQlZfQAhUow4MKHaOlChoQjRwIBw&url=https://skotnickistudio.com/courthouses/&psig=AFQjCNFRfFu8OPR_4zi28GicjUyj88zBHw&ust=1478625484028486
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth119160/m1/1/?q=denton courthouse

What 6s in Your

While traveling across the country pioneers used covevagons. The journey across could take weeks, with many stoj
along the way. Covered wagons did not have a lot of storage room. Pioneers would bring with them only the most e
items. In the first wagon list some items you think would be packed inorgepr journey. After you tour the Denton

Courthouse Museum list what you learned were packed for wagon journeys. Compare your two wagons on the lines



http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj79pj-qtXPAhUBxoMKHRwWAhEQjRwIBw&url=http://www.clipartkid.com/pioneer-wagon-cliparts/&bvm=bv.135475266,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNFW_Y0R0YhOc0-MAwe9L2A07dHT_g&ust=1476364020828520

Thank you for visiting Denton  County Museums! We hope your students had an
enjoyable and educational experience on our 0Dent on (loen & Now 6 tour!

To help your students reflect on their experience atthe museum, here are a few
activities you can do in the classroom.

1.

Reflectio n Discussion: Discuss together the highlights of the museum experience.
What i s something you | earned that you
favorite thing you saw? What was your least favorite? What do you remember

about the courthouse? What do you re member about the Bayless -Selby House
or Quakertown House?

Museum Brochure: Have students design a museum brochure for other visitors to
the museum.

Photograph Analysis: Be a History Detective! ~ Have students observe a
photograph from the Denton County Office of History & Culture Collection. Have
the students describe the people, place, and objects in the photograph.

Compare and Contrast: Have the students compare items in the Bayless  -Selby
house. What was different and the same? Do people still use items seen in the
house today?

Journal Activity: Have the students pretend they time traveled back to Denton in
the 1800s for a day. Have them then write about what they would have
experienced and  encountered by using the information they learned on the
tour . Have the students also compare how their day in the 1800s differs from
present day.

Post-Visit Activity: Have students complete the post  -visit activity worksheet to

reflect on whattheylear ned on their o0Dent on Co uDiscyss

Denton County i n the past, present, and future.

dnodt

Then



Activity Guide for o0Then & Nowd6 Tour
(Post Visit)

1. Describe one thing that you saw on the tour that represents the past.
2. Describe one thing that you saw on the tour that represents the present.

3. Pretend that you live in the ear ly days of Denton County. Was life  easy or hard?
Why?

4. Fillin the blanks:
a. The first courthouse was made of
b. The second courthouse was made of
c. The grave on the courthouse lawn belongs to

5. By looking at the Denton County Mural, name one job that the county does.

6. What do you think Denton County will be like in the future?



Photograph Analysis: Be a History Detective!

Have the students study the photograph. Students can use a magnifying glass to study
to photograph more closely.  As a class or in groups have students answer the questions
below and discuss their observations.

Photographs can be a helpful tool for historians. When looking at a photograph, we
canlearn a lot of information about people and places in the past

1.

What do you notice about the photograph? What do you see that makes you
say that?

Look at the people in the photogr aph. What are the peo ple doing?
Describe the place. What would it be like to live there? What sounds would you
hear? What would you smell?

What might have happened before this scene? What might happen after?
What does this photograph tell us about the life of these people?

)

Photograp MacDonald Family near Argyl, Texas, c. 1905

People Objects Place




Match the A rtifact

Draw a line matching the artifact with the object used today.

a4
=



http://www.antiquesnavigator.com/ebay/images/2010/270581610647.jpg
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjz7pyEqZvNAhULE1IKHRMKCFIQjRwIBw&url=http://shop.crackerbarrel.com/Grandmas-Lye-Soap/dp/B0050Q97U8&psig=AFQjCNH5Gh-ajU1jKmkTrYij_2XJyfWQzw&ust=1465574456286363
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwivmI3GqpvNAhUJEFIKHXO7BoYQjRwIBw&url=https://www.etsy.com/listing/98250032/wooden-butter-mold-pineapple-design&psig=AFQjCNEFOBump2mzSL41jHAaHwH-7UquoA&ust=1465574997058864
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj1zLOZ-dXPAhXjyoMKHS8kBGkQjRwIBw&url=http://kitchen-electronics.weebly.com/toaster.html&psig=AFQjCNGZPCm3DEt9NatkjbKQSq97y7A6Gw&ust=1476385084531548
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiQsZCSqpvNAhVUeFIKHUfzDnsQjRwIBw&url=http://evidencebasedliving.human.cornell.edu/2014/02/25/hand-soap-is-antibacterial-best/&bvm=bv.124088155,d.aXo&psig=AFQjCNHIHfaKu77y2Em9LQEZel0kCOrMeA&ust=1465574865380047
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjT5orPq5vNAhUIKFIKHbFlAKoQjRwIBw&url=http://www.belorient.com.cy/dairyProducts.php&bvm=bv.124088155,d.aXo&psig=AFQjCNEKo87uxSYurHaJhZvYdOZXE-GHaw&ust=1465575096050664

My County

Before the pioneers arrived  who lived in the area?

How did pioneers travel to the Denton?

Who was Denton County hamed after?

What was one of his jobs?

When did he die?

How many times was he buried?

Where is he buried now?




